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Presentation Outline

• Gender and urban sanitation in India- what 

does research and evidence tell?

• Existing policy and programmes on urban 

sanitation in India 

• Way Forward



Sanitation and Gender: Insights from 
research and evidence

• Education

• Menstrual Hygiene Management

• Health aspects

• Safety

• General well-being



National Urban Sanitation 
Policy (NUSP), 2008 

• Behavior change and education; end 
open defecation, city wide sanitation

• Institutional roles & responsibilities, 
awareness generation, technology 
choices, reaching the undeserved, 
incremental and sustained 
improvements

• Develop City Sanitation Plans (CSP) and 
State Sanitation Strategies

• Draws attention to women as a 
vulnerable group but does not elucidate 
on the specific sanitation-linked needs 
of women



NUSP…

Gender specific suggestions:

• Engage women in design and management of 
sanitation facilities

• Awareness among stakeholders about women’s needs

• Inclusion of MHM in sanitation planning

• Address access, safety and security for women in 
sanitation facilities

• Collect, collate and use sex-disaggregated data for 
planning sanitation facilities



National Policy on Fecal Sludge and 
Septage Management (NFSSM), 2017

• Mainstream FSM

• Define the role of stakeholders – Govt, 
private sector, civil society etc. for effective 
FSM

• Establish synergies between various GOI
progs (AMRUT, SBM, Smart Cities, HRIDAY
etc.) & ensure sustainable sanitation for all

• Incremental approach to achieving 
standards set by GOI.

• Gender based sanitation planning

• State level strategies



NFSSM…

Gender specific aspects mentioned:

• Mentions  addressing Gender specific gap “..will promote 
gender mainstreaming in FSSM where women are seen as 
active agents and participants of change, not merely as 
recipients or victims of policies.”

• Objective 6 “Mitigate gender based sanitation insecurity 
directly related to lack of toilet …..and involvement of both 
genders…”

• Gender mainstreaming of IEC material for FSSM

• Gender budgeting for FSSM projects



Current GoI Programmes that 
support urban sanitation
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Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban)

Revised  SBM (U) Guidelines (October, 2017) 

• Mandates preparation of SSS and CSP

• Directs ULBs to ensure availability of 
public toilets at busy places with high 
footfall

• Separate toilet facilities for men and 
women in public and community toilets

• Norms for public toilets: one seat for 35 
men; one seat for 25 women, adequate 
bathing facilities

• However, has no gender specific 
guidelines



Swachh Bharat Mission (Rural)

Guidelines for Gender Issues in Sanitation 
(April, 2017) 

• Issues of lack of privacy, personal safety, 
sexual harassment and gender-based 
violence are faced by women and girls…“

• It recognizes the "health risks through 
medical conditions such as urinary tract 
infections, chronic constipation and mental 
stress". 

• The guidelines call for strengthening the 
role of women in "planning, procurement, 
toilet construction and monitoring". 



Swachh Bharat Mission (Rural)…

Guidelines for Gender Issues in Sanitation (April, 
2017) 

• Recognizes that women is not a homogenous 
group – mentions taking cognizance of 
constraints faced by elderly women, pregnant 
women; MHM needs of adolescent girls  
(MHM Guidelines, 2015, MoDWS)

• Addresses need for inclusive toilets – child-
friendly toilets

• Highlights involvement of both men and 
women for cleaning toilets

• Recommends user fee concessions for elderly 
and children in public toilets



• Mainstream gender in all policies and 
programmes

• Strengthen women’s participation and 
Equity in decision making: women under-
represented in careers and training on 
sanitation management

• Capacity development: targeted for women

• Resource Mobilisation: women’s networks 
access to grants / credit on concessionary 
terms; allocation of resources small scale 
providers with women as partners; alternate 
financing mechanisms (micro-credit) for 
improving/building sanitation facilities 

…Way Forward 



• Encourage gender balanced approach in plans: e.g. public 
and community toilets: gender related location 
considerations: proximity of functional facilities, safety 
measures, supply of water and electricity, maintenance of 
light fittings etc.

• Implement monitoring and evaluation plans to evaluate 
facilities and use patterns

• Gender Budgeting in all programmes and plans



Thank you!
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