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Goal of the SuSanA

• to contribute to the achievement of the MDGs 
by promoting sanitation systems which are 
taking into consideration all aspects of 
sustainability



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

26 Sep 08 • Netssaf Final Conference • Ouagadougou • Burkina Faso  I slide 3

Objectives of the SuSanA

• To raise awareness of what sustainable sanitation 
solutions are and promoting them on a large scale

• To highlight the key role of sanitation for achieving a 
whole series of MDGs

• To show how sustainable sanitation projects should 
be planned with participation of all stakeholders 
(hand in hand with hygiene promotion and capacity 
development)

Source: Vision Document 1 “Towards more sustainable sanitation 
solutions” 2007
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International Year of Sanitation 2008

• UNSGAB suggests IYS (in Feb. 2006 within Hashimoto Action Plan)

• decision of the UN for the IYS 2008 (in December 2006)

• objectives of the IYS (formulated by UNSGAB in May 2007):

• increase of awareness & commitment from actors at all levels 

• mobilisation of governments, financial institutions & sanitation providers 

• secure real commitments to develop & implement effective action to scale up 

sanitation programmes

• encourage demand driven sustainable solutions & informed choices

• secure increased financing to jump start & sustain progress

• develop & strengthen institutional & human capacity

• enhance sustainability & effectiveness of sanitation solutions

• promote & capture learning to enhance evidence base & knowledge on 

sanitation



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

26 Sep 08 • Netssaf Final Conference • Ouagadougou • Burkina Faso  I slide 5

“Who is SuSanA?“

• SuSanA is a loose network of existing organisations 
working along the same lines, and open to others who 

want to join and be active in the promotion of sustainable 
sanitation systems 

• SuSanA has agreed on a  “joint road map” and a “short 
statement” and has quarterly SuSanA meetings

• All partnering organisations contribute their work and 
resources on their own expense

• SuSanA is a dynamic network: further organisations are 
welcome to join

• SuSanA currently has 12 thematic working groups
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official SuSanA partners

SuSanA partner logo 
version 1.6 / 2008-08-08
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• kick-off meeting in Eschborn/ Germany (January 2007)

• initiated by a core group of organisations active in the field of 
sustainable sanitation

• establishment of various working groups

• development of a first draft of a joint roadmap 

for the promotion of sustainable sanitation within the IYS 2008

• 2nd SuSanA meeting in Dübendorf/ Switzerland (April 2007)

• group widened focus to support all approaches aiming at the 
overall sustainability of sanitation systems

• official decision on the name ‚Sustainable Sanitation Alliance‘

evolution of the SuSanA
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evolution of the SuSanA

• 3rd SuSanA meeting in Stockholm/ Sweden (August 2007)

• endorsement of the joint SuSanA statement

• 4th SuSanA meeting in New Delhi/ India (Nov. 2007)

• attached to the World Toilet Summit 

• some 100 participants from around 70 different organisations

• regular quarterly meetings in 2008

• February 2008 - Durban/ South Africa

• May 2008 - New York/ USA

• August 2008 - Stockholm/ Sweden

• November 2008 - Macao/ China

• In 2009: Less meetings of the whole group (only 1-2) -
more virtual discussions and WG meetings
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Geographical distribution of
SuSanA-meetings 
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Current structure of the SuSanA

SuSanA 
meetings

working groups

Working group lead active partner passive partner

secretariat

wg deliverables
factsheets, guidelines
publications, events etc.

vision 
documents

SuSanA partner

vision docs
vision doc I to III
press release etc.

minutes
minutes, agenda, 
presentations

output
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SuSanA thematic working groups 

1. Capacity development for sustainable sanitation – Lead: Madeleine Fogde / SEI

2. Cost and economics of sustainable sanitation – Lead: Shared

3. Renewable energies, groundwater protection and climate change – Lead: 
Mirko Hänel / TTZ

4. Sanitation systems, technology options, hygiene and health – Lead: Chris 
Zurbrügg / Eawag

5. Food security and productive sanitation systems – Lead: Robert Gensch / CIM

6. Sustainable sanitation for cities and planning – Lead: Arne Panesar (cities) / 
GTZ and Christoph Lüthi (planning) / Eawag

7. Community and rural sanitation – Amsula Negussie – Plan South Africa

8. Sustainable sanitation in emergency and reconstruction situations – Paul 
Sherlock / Unicef

9. Sanitation as a business – Jack Sim / WTO and Rory Villaluna / Streams of 
Knowledge

10.Public awareness & sanitation marketing – Jack Sim / WTO

11.Operation and maintenance of sustainable sanitation – Stan Maessen / Waste

12.Knowledge management and communication – SuSanA secretariat
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Products from the SuSanA network
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Products: Vision statement

• 4-Page joint vision document

• Available in English, French, 

Spanish, Japanese, Portuguese, 
Chinese, Arabic, Hindi

• Planned: Russian, Urdu, German, …

• Available from: www.susana.org
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Products: Factsheets (here WG 05)

Finalized or almost finalized:

• WG 01 – capacity development

• WG 05 – food security

• WG 06 – cities (thematic paper)

• WG 06 – planning

Drafts available:

• WG 02 – costs & economics

• WG 03 – renewable energies

• WG 04 – planning aspects

• WG 08 – emergency and reconstruction
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Products: Case study collection 

• Final Template available

• First case studies available from KfW, 
JWF and gtz for different WGs
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Products: www.sanimap.net

• Google-based World Map for 
Sanitation Projects, Organizations 
and events

• Elaborated by JWF (with support 
from SEI and GTZ)

• Fact sheets for selected projects

• 39 projects and 38 organizations 
already online
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Products: New Publication by SEI 

Background visions paper

To be launched at the 
World Toilet Summit

in Macao, 

November 4-6, 2008
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Products: www.susana.org + DVD


